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RIVER S OF ART
BY CASSANDRA NAJI

H
ere, hunks of ice bob glistening on 

the choppy waters of a seemingly 

endless sea. There, ghostly echoes 

of life on the river emanate from 

a Lilliputian house on stilts. And in the centre 

of the room a family of scarecrows looms, 

straw heads poking spectrally from patterned 

pyjamas. 

	 This mildly unsettling atmosphere is 

appropriate for an exhibition which captures 

artists’ anxieties about the fate of Southeast 

Asia’s iconic waterways. Riverscapes IN FLUX, 

now showing at Sa Sa Bassac Gallery, is a 

region-wide exhibition aimed at inspiring 

conversations on climate change and its social 

implications. Originally containing the work of 

17 artists from six countries, the Phnom Penh 

leg of the exhibition includes six artists from 

Cambodia, Vietnam and Thailand, all of whom 

use new media to examine the shifting cultural 

heritage of the region’s riverscapes.

	 The logistics of the ambitious exhibition 

posed some initial challenges, not least the 

problems of shipping art works from country to 

country, which explains the absence of several 

pieces at the Phnom Penh Riverscapes. Then 

there was reluctance from some artists to limit 

themselves to the theme and format prescribed 

by the coordinating body, Hanoi’s Goethe Institut. 

	 “Artists were unsure about working with the 

topic of the river,” admits curator Erin Gleeson. 

“But I think the curatorial brief forced us to 

integrate the river into conversations we were 

already having. The works are very open, very 

subtle. They open up thinking.”

	 Vuth Lyno, creator of the miniature stilt-

house and river soundscape, agrees that his 

concerns over the show’s restrictive structure 

turned out to be unfounded. “At first I didn’t 

know what to install, but then I was inspired by 

ideas of the house and the spirit of the river, the 

specific culture of the people who live with the 

water.”

	 Interleaving interviews with a Tonle Sap 

community and abstract river sounds, Vuth’s 

Rise and Fall is an oneiric audio piece echoing 

the ebb and flow of life on the river. Neak Tha, 

an animist conceptualisation of the spirit of 

the water, is central to the fragile quasi-mythic 

world invoked by Vuth. “As I learned about the 

community I became interested in the belief in 

Neak Tha, and how they maintain this belief as 

their lives change.” 

	 Awareness of the tension between tradition 

and modernity runs through the exhibition. 

Than Sok’s Middleground nods to timeless rural 

habits, but the piece’s uncanny scarecrows also 

stand for the contemporary plight of families 

affected by flooding. Thai video artist Sutthirat 

Supaparinya’s work is a meditative depiction of 

changing lifestyles, rendered through the prism 

of family history. Multimedia artist Phan Thao 

Nguyen also uses video to juxtapose scenes of 

the increasing industrialisation of riverscapes 

with images of a more bucolic way of life.

	 For Lim Sokchalina it was important to 

document these changes in action. To do so 

the Cambodian photographer ‘intervened’ on 

the landscape, floating slabs of ice in the Tonle 

Sap’s waters and recording their inevitable 

disappearance. The quiet ‘interventions’ draw 

parallels between the global nature of climate 

change and its localised impacts. 

	 As Lim says, “This small block of ice is micro, 

but it’s a metaphor for something macro. It 

captures the complexity of the river, referencing 

melting glaciers and climate change, but also 

the natural rising of the Tonle Sap every year.” 

	 The richly allusive image of the melting ice 

embodies the balance between the ephemeral 

beauty of Riverscapes IN FLUX’s artworks and 

the real world problems which inspired the 

exhibition. By juxtaposing elements of the 

organic and the artificial in the manmade 

block of frozen water, Lim exposes the anxiety 

which subtends the relationship between 

modernisation and established social systems.

	 Thinking creatively about these anxieties 

is an integral part of the exhibition’s impact. 

“When you read these things in a report, you 

don’t draw a personal connection,” Vuth says. 

“A report doesn’t allow you to understand 

things from a different perspective – visually, or 

through a voice, or experientially. Hopefully this 

exhibition will help people will think about the 

issue more creatively, and get inspired.”

WHO: Artists from across the region.

WHAT: Riverscapes IN FLUX: photo series, 

video and sound installations

WHERE: Sa Sa Bassac Gallery, #18 Sothearos Blvd.

WHEN: Until November 11

WHY: Creative takes on climate change

FILM

Thursday 25
Nice hat!

David Brisbin’s entertaining documentary is a 
wildly original, intimate lens on Cambodian 
culture seen entirely through hats. 4pm at Meta 
House, #37 Sothearos Blvd.

 Hysteria
The truth of how Mortimer Granville devised the 
invention of the first vibrator in the name of medi-
cal science. Fun romance drama set in Victorian 
London. 6:30pm at Flicks 1, #39B St. 95 & Flicks 
2, #34 St. 130. 

Kraftwerk and the Electronic Revolution
During the mid-’70s, Germany’s Kraftwerk 
established the sonic blueprint followed 
by an extraordinary number of artists in 
the decades to come. This documentary 
is probably as comprehensive a history 
of late 20th century German experimen-
tal music as you’re ever likely to need. 
Sparing time also for many of the group’s 
contemporaries, it presents a fascinating 
story previously untold on film. 7pm at 
Meta House, #37 Sothearos  Blvd.

Magic Mike
A male stripper teaches a younger per-
former how to party, pick up women, and 
make easy money. Comedy-drama by Ste-
ven Soderbergh, starring Channing Tatum 
and Matthew Boomer. 8:30pm at Flicks 1, 
#39B St. 95 & Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

Friday 26
Pol Pot Secret Killer

A documentary tracing his life and rule 
through interviews with those who knew 
him, including former associates and 
friends. 4pm at Meta House, # 37 Sot-
hearos Blvd.

The Campaign
How to oust long-term congressman Cam 
Brady? Put up a rival candidate in the 
form of Marty, director of the local tourism 
centre. Starring Will Ferrell and Zach Gali-
fianakis (The Hangovers). 6:30pm at Flicks 
1, #39B St. 95 & Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

Enemies of the people
Probably the best documentary about the 
Khmer Rouge. It is a personal journey into 
the heart of darkness by journalist Thet 
Sambath, whose family was wiped out in 
the Killing Fields. From the foot soldiers 
who slit throats to Pol Pot’s right-hand man 
Noun Chea, Sambath records shocking 
testimony. 7pm at Meta House, #37 Sot-
hearos Blvd.

A Fantastic Fear of Everything
A children’s author turned crime novel-
ist has turned into a paranoid wreck, 
persecuted by the irrational fear of being 
murdered. He’s forced to confront his worst 
demons; among them his love life, his 
laundry and the origin of all fear. 8:30pm 
at Flicks 1, #39B St. 95 & Flicks 2, #34 St. 
130.

Saturday 27
The Killing Fields

 1:30pm at Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

Tinker Bell: Secrets of the Wings
Tinker Bell meets Periwinkle and ventures 
into the winter woods with her only and 
Tinker Bell’s other friends to find the secret 
of fairy wings. 2pm at Flicks 1, #39B St. 95.

Seeking a Friend for the End of the World
As an asteroid nears Earth, a man finds him-
self alone after his wife leaves in a panic. He 
decides to take a road trip to reunite with 
his high school sweetheart. Starring Steve 
Carell and Keira Knightley. 4pm at Flicks 1, 
#39B St. 95 & Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

Blood Red Karma
Antonio Nardone’s artful horror film tells 
the story of expat Marc, who disappears 
in Cambodia while researching mysteri-
ous ghost stories. 4pm at Meta House, #37 
Sothearos Blvd.

Hit Man File
Violent and sensual, this is a unique new Thai 
action film from the same studio that brought Tony 
Jaa’s high flying martial arts masterpiece Ong 
Bak to the screen. Its story of ambition, revenge, 
murder and sacrifice reveals hypnotic beauty be-
neath the flash and grit of Bangkok’s underworld. 
7pm at Meta House, #37 Sothearos Blvd.

Magic Mike
A male stripper teaches a younger perform-
er how to party, pick up women, and make 
easy money. Comedy-drama by Steven 
Soderbergh, starring Channing Tatum and 
Matthew Boomer. 7pm at Flicks 1, #39B St. 
95 & Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

The Campaign
How to oust long-term congressman Cam 
Brady? Put up a rival candidate in the form 
of Marty, director of the local tourism center. 
Starring Will Ferrell and Zach Galifianakis 
(The Hangovers). 9pm at Flicks 1, #39B St. 
95 & Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

Sunday 28
The Killing Fields

1:30pm at Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

Top Cat The Movie
Top Cat and the gang face a new police 
chief, who is not at all happy with his scams. 
2pm at Flicks 1, #39B St. 95.

Salvation Boulevard
A born again-Christian finds himself on run 
from fundamentalist members of his church 
who will do anything to protect their pastor. 
Starring Pierce Brosnan, Ed Harris and 
Marisa Tomei. 4pm at Flicks 1, #39B St. 95 
& Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

Twin Diamonds
The first film written, shot and edited by 60 
Cambodian students. Director Davy Chou 
and his team have produced a highly en-
tertaining crime comedy about twin sisters 
and a lost piece of jewellery.  4pm at Meta 
House, #37 Sothearos Blvd.

Safety Not Guaranteed
Three magazine employees head out on an 
assignment to interview a guy who placed a 
classified ad seeking a companion for time 
travel. By the producers of Little Miss Sun-
shine. 6pm at Flicks 1, #39B St. 95 & Flicks 
2, #34 St. 130.

Fear and Loathing in Gonzovision
A fascinating BBC documentary from 1978 
on the late cult author Hunter S. Thompson 
and his illustrator Ralph Steadman, five 
years after Nixon’s resignation. 7pm at Meta 
House, #37 Sothearos Blvd.

A Fantastic Fear of Everything
A children’s author turned crime novelist 
has turned into a paranoid wreck, persecut-
ed by the irrational fear of being murdered. 
He’s forced to confront his worst demons; 
among them his love life, his laundry and 
the origin of all fear. 8pm at Flicks 1, #39B 
St. 95 & Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

Tatort
A long-running German/Austrian/Swiss 
crime TV series set in various parts of these 
countries. Tonight we invite the German-
speaking community for the screening of 
a recent episode. 8:15pm at Meta House, 
#37 Sothearos Blvd.

Monday 29
Magic Mike

A male stripper teaches a younger per-

former how to party, pick up women, and 
make easy money. Comedy-drama by Ste-
ven Soderbergh, starring Channing Tatum 
and Matthew Boomer. 6:30pm at Flicks 1, 
#39B St. 95 & Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

The Campaign
How to oust long-term congressman Cam 
Brady? Put up a rival candidate in the 
form of Marty, director of the local tourism 
center. Starring Will Ferrell and Zach Gali-
fianakis (The Hangovers). 8:30pm at Flicks 
1, #39B St. 95 & Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

Tuesday 30
Forest Mountain Voices

Overcoming barriers imposed by high levels 
of illiteracy, difficult travel conditions and 
widespread poverty, this is an indigenous 
community media project based in Ratana-
kiri, Cambodia. 4pm at Meta House, #37 
Sothearos Blvd.

On The Road
Adaptation of Jack Kerouac’s cult classic 
novel, based on his and his friends’ ad-
venturous travels across America. Starring 
Kirsten Dunst, Steve Buscemi, Amy Adams 
and Viggo Mortensen. 6pm at Flicks 1, #39B 
St. 95 & Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

Source of Life
Phnom Penh-based filmmaker Allan Michaud 
presents his newest documentary about the 
role forests play in our everyday lives, par-
ticularly water security. 7pm at Meta House, 
#37 Sothearos Blvd.

Call of Life: Facing The Mass Extinction
All over the world species are becom-
ing extinct at an astonishing rate. This film 
investigates the growing threat to Earth’s 
life support systems. Presented by the NGO 
Species Alliance. 8pm at Meta House, #37 
Sothearos Blvd.

The Little Shop of Horrors
A nerdish florist finds his chance for success 
and romance with the help of a giant man-
eating plant who demands to be fed. 8:30pm 
at Flicks 1, #39B St. 95 & Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

Wednesday 31
When The Flood Recedes

Peter Degen’s film deals critically with the 
issue of Cambodian fishing concessions. 4pm 
at Meta House, #37 Sothearos Blvd.

A Fantastic Fear of Everything
A children’s author turned crime novelist has 
turned into a paranoid wreck, persecuted by 
the irrational fear of being murdered. He’s 
forced to confront his worst demons; among 
them his love life, his laundry and the origin 
of all fear. 6:30pm at Flicks 1, #39B St. 95 & 
Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

Smiley
After discovering an urban legend of a 
demented serial killer who has nothing but a 
carved ‘smiley’ on his face, a mentally fragile 
teen must decide whether she’s going insane 
or will be the next victim. 8:30pm at Flicks 1, 
#39B St. 95 & Flicks 2, #34 St. 130.

EVENTS

Thursday 25
Yoga classes

With Oskar and Alison. Classes today: 8am 
Ashtanga Yoga and 6.30pm Vinyasa Flow 
Yoga. Yoga Phnom Penh, St. 21.

Women’s International Group
Drop in for a coffee, catch up with friends, 
and meet members of the Women’s Inter-
national Group. 9:30am at Java Cafe, #56 
Sihanouk Blvd

Pilates
Kate Liana is your Pilates teacher. Classes 
take place in an air-conditioned room and 
mats are provided. $7 per class, please 
sign up at www.theflicks-cambodia.com. 
12:30pm at The Flicks 1, St. 95.

Sunset at Spirit House
Enjoy the sunset across the river in a 
relaxed atmosphere on the terrace on the 
Tonle Sap. 4pm at Spirit House, 200 metres 
north of the Japanese Bridge.

Got something going on? Send details of your 
event to us at: events@theadvisorcambodia.com




